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The purpose of this document is to set forth the policy and procedures for the management of the assets of the Trinity Lutheran Foundation Commission. This statement outlines the overall philosophy of the Trinity Foundation Commission members.  
The vision of the Trinity Lutheran Foundation Commission is to receive, manage and disperse gifts in such a manner that Trinity Lutheran will grow abundantly in its witness in the world.  

The mission of the Trinity Foundation Commission is to strengthen the activities of Trinity Lutheran and to provide for the support of mission activities funded by restricted and unrestricted gifts from donors.   The Trinity Foundation Commission expects to operate in perpetuity.  Through the prudent stewardship of the funds entrusted to it, the Foundation Commission intends to provide sufficient income to fund activities and mission activities of Trinity Lutheran; to provide for growth of the principle to compensate for inflation; and to allow for increasing level of distributions in the future.

The Foundation Commission supports the Trinity Statement of Purpose, which includes 
the following: 

· Provide services of worship at which the Word of God is preached and the Sacraments are administered

· Provide pastoral care and assist all members to participate in this ministry.

· Challenge, equip, and support all members in carrying out their calling in their daily lives and in their congregation

· Teach the Word of God, joyfully proclaiming Jesus as our Lord and Savior, enabling all members to grow in faith and service.

· Witness to the forgiving Word of God in Christ, reaching out to all people

· Respond to human need, work for justice and peace, care for the sick and suffering, and participate responsibly in society.

· Motive its members to provide financial support for the congregation’s ministry and the ministry of other parts of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

· Foster and participate in interdependent relationships with other congregations, the synod, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

· Foster and participate in ecumenical relationships consistent with churchwide policy.

The Foundation commission was established with the approval and ratification of the congregation constitution on January 24, 1988.  In accordance with the constitution, the Church Council elects commission members for a five-year term and the Vice President of the congregation serves as chair of the commission.

Policy

Congregational education will be offered annually.   The purpose of the information is to education all Trinity members that even though the Foundation commission has endowment funds, the annual gifts members give are essential for the day-to-day operation of Trinity Lutheran.  The Foundation Commission will also keep the congregation informed of its activities on a timely basis.

New memorial accounts may be established by a family or individual with a minimum of $1,000.00.  Memorial gifts less than this will be co-mingled wth the appropriate fund account.

The foundation Commission has established the following accounts which may be contributed to:  Music (choirs, bell choirs, Celebration Team), Parish Education, Pre-School, Library, Building, Worship, Mission Support and other accounts when established.

When a gift is received with restrictions; a restricted account will be set up and dispersed according to the donor’s directions as long as it does not conflict with the Foundation commission’s guidelines.  The Foundation commission reserves the right to reject gifts at its discretion.

Should the Foundation Commission establish an endowment account, spending will be in accordance with the Foundation Commission guidelines.

When a gift is received without any restrictions, it will be invested and dispersed according to the unrestricted gift guidelines.

Endowment Fund earnings are dispersed at the Trinity Lutheran Church Annual meeting from the prior year’s earnings.

Recognizing that all that we receive is a gift from God, the Foundation Commission will tithe 10% of all unrestricted gifts to support the Trinity Statement of Purpose.  In addition 10% may be distributed at the discretion of the Foundation Commission members, 20% may be loaned to Trinity Lutheran for special projects, and a minimum of 60% will be permanently invested.  The amount of the gift that is distributed is calculated on the amount of the gift when it is first received.

Spending from unrestricted gifts will be distributed to support Global Missions and to support local and regional ministries.  The Foundation Commission will make the decisions according to the needs that are presented.

