Establishing a Congregational Gift Planner 
Congregational Gift Planner Letter of Agreement

"But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. "(I Chronicles 29: 14) 

I. Establishment of Congregational Gift Planner 

___________________________________ is hereby established as a Congregational Gift Planner 

                       (insert name) 

for ________________________________ Lutheran Church of ___________________________________
              (congregation name)                                                                                                         (city, state) 

in partnership with the Lutheran Planned Giving of South Dakota (LPGSD) and volunteer in the Congregational Gift Planning program. 

II. Dedication 

We dedicate the work of this Congregational Gift Planner with thanksgiving to our blessed Savior Jesus for His eternal gift of life. Motivated by I Peter 4: I 0: "As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. " 
As he/she takes up his/her new role in the church, the Gift Planner is encouraged to keep in mind the following words from I Timothy 6: 17-19 "Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. " 

III. Definition of Congregational Gift Planner 
The Gift Planner will work within the congregation to promote Christian Stewardship among the members. As a volunteer in the program, the Gift Planner will develop a cultivation and solicitation program using a system provided by LPGSD.  He/she will work with the leaders of the congregation to support the mission and vision of the congregation and the ministries of the ELCA
IV. Term of Service
For purposes of this agreement, the term of service will be a two-year period, reviewable annually for mutual benefit and support. If the Gift Planner and LPGSD agree to continue, this agreement can continue indefinitely subject to annual review. Either the Gift Planner or LPGSD may at any time discontinue this agreement upon written notice. 

V. Purpose of Program 
In accordance with the overall objectives the Congregational Gift Planner, work performed by the Gift Planner will be to assist in the stewardship life of the congregation and its mission and ministry and with donors desiring to structure planned gifts and endowments for the mission and ministry of the ELCA. The Gift Planner will also link the congregation to LPGSD and the ELCA Foundation for other services.
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VI. Responsibilities 

A Memorandum of Understanding signed by Congregation and LPGSD leaders will delineate the 

responsibilities of these two entities related to the Gift Planner and the Congregational Gift Planning program. A job description will be provided to the Gift Planner. 

VII. Accountability & Support 
The first orientation will be given to the Gift Planner to introduce him/her and the Gift Planner's congregation to the program. Subsequent training will be provided after the Congregational Gift Planner has been formally established. No compensation will be provided to the volunteer Gift Planner and absolutely no commission will be paid in exchange for the gifts cultivated through this program. The congregation or LPGSD may, at their discretion, provide financial support to the gift planning or endowment program of the congregation. 

In a spirit of mutual trust and support, the undersigned agrees to serve with the congregation as its "CONGREGATIONAL GIFT PLANNER" in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in this Letter of Agreement. 

Congregational Gift Planner:
___________________________________________    ___________________

(Name)                                                                                    (Date)

Representing Lutheran Planned Giving of South Dakota
______________________________________​​_____          _________________

(Name)                                                                                     (Date)

Much of the information in this document is a result of the efforts of the LCMS Foundation 

and is used with their permission and blessing.

