“We are not giving, but returning”

Is a Charitable Remainder Trust for you?

Donor stories are fascinating, revealing the character and love of God’s people for the mission of the church. People give for different reasons. Few, however, simply give to offset tax liabilities. Their desire to share goes far beyond any tangible benefits.

Sam and Sally farmed their entire married life.  None of their children are going to come back to the farm, and the land has increased dramatically in value.

After pouring over various options, Sam and Sally selected a charitable remainder trust from which they would receive income payments for life. By doing so, they were offsetting the capital gain on their farm property and getting a charitable tax deduction. It is a way, in their retirement years, to not only accomplish some important financial objectives but chiefly and ultimately to benefit the work of the church.

When the final documents were signed and thank yous had been extended, Sally made a powerful statement, “we are not giving, but returning.” Their spirit echoed Luther’s look into the first article of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe God has created me and all that exists, has given me and still preserves my body and soul with all their powers.”

Such gratitude for God’s goodness and grace puts life in perspective and prompts a thoughtful response. We are merely stewards of the mysteries, gifts, and mercies of God.
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This donor message is shared with you by Lutheran Planned Giving of SD. 

For additional information please contact:

Jim Schade (605-274-4023) or Kurt Osborne (605-274- 6012) 

of Lutheran Planned Giving of SD.  

We can also be reached by email: 

schade@augie.edu or osborne@augie.edu.
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