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Your “Will” be done!
Thinking of writing a will, but not looking forward to the process or finding time to do it?  It is easy to procrastinate on a project such as this.  Some people think it’s a complicated task.  In most cases, it’s not all that difficult.  In fact, creating a will can be as simple as ABC!

Assets – Begin by making an inventory of all your assets:  insurance policies, bank and brokerage accounts, art work and other collections, real estate holdings, vehicles, everything you own.  Once you have the list, estimate the value of your assets and then deduct what you owe.  This will give you a rough idea of the total value of your estate.

Beneficiaries – Who do you want to benefit from your good stewardship?  First, consider family needs and obligations.  Then review your charitable involvements and how a bequest could benefit them and create a lasting legacy for you.

Confidants – Choose trustworthy persons to provide legal and other professional assistance, as well as a personal representative to help settle your estate.  You may also need to select one or more trustees and guardians for any minor children.

Once you have listed and valued your assets, selected the beneficiaries for your estate, and have chosen the key persons to assist you now and after your death, it is time to act.  Don’t delay.  Contact an estate-planning attorney right away and move forward.

If you need help finding an attorney, ask your friends for suggestions or contact the trust department of a local bank for a referral.  Ask around until you find someone you feel comfortable with.  If you wish, we can assist you in this process as well.

While creating a will is easier than you might have thought, it will take some time.  But the end result is worth it.  You will be well rewarded with a deep sense of satisfaction and, more importantly, – peace of mind.

Lutheran Planned Giving of South Dakota will be happy to send you a “Leave a Legacy” workbook. This will help you prepare to see your attorney and meet with your advisors. 

Make your request by email to schade@augie.edu or osborne@augie.edu or lbeckman@augie.edu or call Jim Schade or Kurt Osborne at 1-800-653-9520.
